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What is Outdoor Education? 

 

Running from September to June, the goal of Outdoor Education at Michigan Christian Youth Camp (MCYC) is 

to create an appreciation of the outdoors.  MCYC also provides a character-building encironment that 

promotes encouragement, communication, commitment, and trust building within a group of students. 

 

Whether your goal for your school and students is to enhance teambuilding opportunities, communication 

skills, a classic camp experience, or an amazing educational experience, we can help you out.  We work with 

many different schools and teachers to create a tailored experience for every group that comes to MCYC.  

Our programs allow you to select from a broad range of events, classes, team building, traditional camp 

games, and fun all designed and executed in the natural environment of MCYC. 
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Getting Ready for Camp 

This document is meant to help you through your preparations for coming to MCYC.  We understand that planning a 

field trip can be overwhelming and stressful.  Our goal is to make the process as easy as possible for you, so that you 

may enjoy the experience as much as your students. 

With all that will be going on prior to camp, here are the basics. 

1.  Read the Leaders Guide.  Or at least flip through it.  This may seem like a long document, but there are a lot of forms, 

class descriptions, hints, tips, tricks and other useful information you will need as you prepare for camp. 

2.  Fill out the Activities form.  You may do these two ways, either use the paper forms that are included in this packet 

or you may visit our website and do it electronically at www.mcyc.org.  This form will also tell us a lot about you and 

your goals.  This will help us make sure that from the moment you arrive you and your students (campers) will have a 

great experience.  The sooner we get this information the better (at least 30 days).  We can always make adjustments as 

we get closer, but it gives us a great start to planning your time at MCYC.  There are many activities to choose from, so 

whether your goal is teambuilding, outdoor education, or a classic camp experience, we can make it happen!  If you are 

not sure what to do and you are stressed out go to #3 right NOW!! 

3.  Call us at camp.  810.664.8040. Yep, now!!     Even if you have been to MCYC before or if it is your first time, we 

want to make sure we are updated on your needs and expectations before you arrive at camp.  We will ask you some 

questions about your group, suggest classes if needed, and help you build your schedule, including free time.  Plus, we 

will make it painless and fun!  Ask for Philip or Kevin.  Email is great too; but we like to talk to people as often as we 

can!! 

4.  Organize your Students based on the schedule we put together for you.  You’ll have some basic responsibilities, like 

organizing the students in to Cabin and Activity groups, which is outlined in this document.  It’s not too tough, and if you 

need help with any of it, just go back to #3! 

5.  Send us Updates.  We know that things change sometimes right up to the time you leave for camp.  Campers get sick, 

drop out, or register late.  That’s no problem; just keep us in the loop.  If we need to adjust schedules, switch activities, 

prepare for special food diets or allergies, we can get it done!  We just need some notice, and time to prepare. 
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Teacher’s Page 

Pre-Camp Planning 

This page is here to help you plan an organized and well-run camp experience for your students.  We have created a 

checklist based on what works for most schools.  It is important to have everything on this list prepared BEFORE you 

arrive at camp.  If at any time you have questions about the planning process, please feel free to contact Philip at 

810.664.8040. 

- Once you have selected activities for your group, please fill out the Activity Selection Form available on 

pages 28 – 30 in this packet or at www.mcyc.org.  If you are unsure of how many activities to pick, there is a 

guide on the form.  If you prefer, you may fax your class selection for to Philip at 810.272.4390. 

- Before arriving at camp, split your students into Activity Groups.  Please wait until you have received your 

schedule or spoken with Philip to split your students.  Depending on the number of students you have each 

year, the number of activity groups will change.  Philip will be the person that decides how many groups you 

will have.  Our classes are most effective with groups of 8 – 16 campers. 

- After dividing your students, create a list for each chaperone to keep.  Very often on the first day of camp 

chaperones are unclear how many students are in their group.  If any students are missing, the chaperones 

must be able to identify them. 

- Before arriving at camp, please split your students into Cabin Groups.  There are fillable room layouts in this 

guide to help you with that.  Remember to include chaperones in the number of beds you will need in each 

cabin.   

- Once you have your students divided into activity and cabin groups, it’s best to create a name tag for each 

student with the following information on it: 

EXAMPLE:   

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Student Name 

 

 

 

Cabin Group         Activity Group 

http://www.mcyc.org/
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- It is extremely important for students to know this information before they arrive at camp.  Many schools 

give out nametags as students board the bus.  This will save time upon arrival and will help with organization 

as kids arrive and meet their Camp Host. 

- We are currently striving to ‘Go Green’.  It is encouraged that schools help us in this important 

environmental undertaking during your stay.  Encourage students to bring reusable water bottles during 

their stay.  There are also MCYC water bottles that are available for purchase upon request.  We can make 

these available to you upon arrival, if requested 

- We use a ‘One, Two, Three, Eyes on me’ to get campers attention.  This is given a reply of ‘One, Two, Eyes 

on You’.  This simply means that it is time to get everyone’s attention and for all students to stop talking.  It 

would be great if you practiced this with your campers before they arrive at camp. 

- It is very important for you to let us know of any students with special needs prior to arrival.  If you have a 

student who has dietary restrictions or behavioral problems, we want to make sure that prior arrangements 

are made for those students so they can have a comfortable and easy experience.  

- On the last morning of your camp experience, you will receive an evaluation form.  We would appreciate 

this to be returned prior to your leaving.  We can also provide an electronic evaluation form for your 

chaperones and yourself if you prefer to fill it out electronically. 

- Each school is responsible for all administration of medicine and first aid.  Schools 

must bring first aid kits. 
o We suggest you appoint one or two teachers to be responsible for all medications and first aid.  If 

a student is injured, it is important that the designated person is easy to find.  Some schools give 

small first aid kits with Band-Aids to each chaperone. 

- We encourage you to copy and use the forms in this guide for your benefit.  Please make copies of the 

Chaperone Guidelines, What to Bring List, Cabin Lists and anything else that may help you prepare for 

camp. 

- We recommend that you run background checks on all your chaperones and volunteers that are attending 

camp with you and have access to campers.  

- If at any time you need help, please call the camp at 810.664.8040 and we will be happy to assist you in any 

matter that you may be encountering. 
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Teacher Checklist 

Event Recommendations Date Completed 

1.  Outdoor Education trip dates 
      confirmed 

Dates Attending: __________________  

2.  Contract and deposit returned 
     to MCYC 

Within 30 days of receipt  

3.  Schedule Teacher/Parent 
      meeting with MCYC Staff 

Presentation should be about 4 weeks 
before coming to camp 

 

4.  Action Plan completed and 
     returned to MCYC 

Must be received 4 weeks before trip  

5.  Money collected from students For fees and camp store, if requested  

6.  Cabin Roster completed  About a week before camp  

7.  Group Lists completed (check 
     schedule for group size needs) 

About a week before camp  

8.  Permission Slips/Health Forms 
      collected 

These forms MUST come to MCYC  

9.  Transportation arranged 
Time varies based on your choice of 
transportation to camp 

 

10. Cabin Leaders and Medical Staff 
      assignments finalized 

  

11. “Chaperone Guidelines”  
        distributed to all Chaperones  
        and Teachers 

We recommend meeting with 
Chaperones prior to trip 

 

12. Schedule confirmed and  
       distributed to all teachers and  
       chaperones 

  

13. Contact with Program Director  
       prior to arrival with Final  
       Numbers 

12 days prior to your visit to camp  

14. Send the Special Needs form to  
       camp 

At least two weeks prior to start of your 
time at camp 

 

15. Students notified of their cabin 
      and activity group assignments 

Create name tags for students  

16. If selected, make plans for  
      times when MCYC staff is not  
      facilitating group activities 
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Outdoor Education Sample Schedule* 

First Day     
10:30 – Arrival 
10:45 – Camp Hike & Move In 
11:30 – Camp Orientation 
12:00 – Lunch 
1:00 – Activity 
2:30 – Activity 
4:00 – Class/Activity 
5:15 – Break 
5:30 – Dinner 
6:30 – Cabin Time/Journaling 
7:00 – Evening Activity 
8:00 – Campfire 
8:45 – Snack, back to Cabins 
10:00 – Lights Out 
 
Second Day        *Single Day Trips are Available 
8:00 – Breakfast 
8:45 – Cabin Clean-up 
9:00 – Activity 
10:30 – Activity 
12:00 – Lunch 
1:00 – Activity 
2:30 – Activity 
4:00 – Activity 
5:30 – Dinner 
6:30 – Cabin Time/Journaling 
7:00 – Evening Activity 
8:00 – Campfire 
8:45 – Snack, back to Cabins 
10:00 – Lights Out 
 
Final Day     
7:30 – Pack up and bring bags to Lodge.  
8:00 – Breakfast 
9:00 – Activity 
10:30 – Activity 
12:00 – Lunch/Departure 
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Activity and Class List 
Team Building - A low initiative course designed to challenge the individual and build self-confidence and 
communication in a group supportive setting.  Campers go through a series of elements that works on teamwork, trust, 
cooperation, communication, and problem solving.  Available year round weather permitting. 
 

Paintball - A great teambuilding event for ages 10 and up.  We have two different courses that will challenge your group 
to work as a team and step out of their current environment.  Call for pricing.  Available year round. 
  

Orienteering - Campers are given a topographical map of the camp with the layout of the course.  They have three hours 
to collect cards from each point in numerical order.  Compass skills is a pre-requisite for this activity.  Available year 
round weather permitting. 
  

Compass Skills - Campers are taught the skills that are required for traveling through a wilderness area by reading a 
topographical map and using a compass.  Available year round weather permitting. 
  

Archery - Learn the basics of this sport, including proper stance, holding the bow, nocking an arrow, drawing the bow, 
aiming, releasing and follow-through.  Available April - October.  Weather permitting. 
 

Archery Tag – A blending of Paintball, Laser Tag, and Dodgeball.  Each team of up to six participants with 12 people total 
playing at once.  This fast paced game is great for all ages from 8 to 80!  Call for pricing. 
  

Hayride - A 20 - 30 minute ride in a tractor drawn hay wagon through the camp.  Available year round weather 
permitting 
  

Swimming - Our lakefront swimming area is available from May - Labor Day Weekend.  We provide lifeguards for all 
groups.  Groups provide aquatic supervisors (adults) to help.  Canoeing and swimming is not done at the same time. 
  

Wild Birds - Campers learn the thrill of attracting dozens of different types of wild birds to their own backyard.  
Available year round 
  

Insects - Creepy crawly six-legged critters!  Why did God put them here?  Are they helpful or destructive?  Find out lots 
of fascinating facts about the insect world.  Available year round 
  

Michigan Mammals - Mammals all share the characteristics of being warm blooded, having body hair, and suckling their 
young.  You will be fascinated by what you will learn and surprised by the misconceptions you may have about these 
amazing mammals.  Available year round 
  

Trees - Trees are all around us, but do we really know what makes a tree different from other plants?  Life as we know it 
could not exist without trees.  Available year round 
  

Edible Plants - Campers are taught about plants you can eat out in the fields, woods, or waters.  The world is full of 
things for us to use and wild plants are just one of them.  Available year round 
  

Birds of Prey (formerly Owls/Hawks/Bats) - Some of these birds are near extinction.  You will be surprised as you 
explore the myths and stranger than fiction truths about these exciting creatures of the air.  Available year round 
  

Reptiles & Amphibians - Many do not know the difference between these two classes of vertebrate.  Frogs, toads, 
snakes, lizards, turtles….which are reptiles and which are amphibians?  Learn the different habitats, functions, and 
characteristics of these animals.  Available year round 
  

Wetland Wonders - Explore the natural habitats many wetland creatures like frogs, snakes, and reptiles live in.  Visit our 
wetlands and see how the plants and animals are adapted for life in the open and live in our wetland community.  Boots 
highly suggested.  Available mid-April through mid-November.  Weather permitting. 
  

Candle Making - Campers are instructed in the history of candle making and given the opportunity to make a dipped 
candle of their own to take home!  Available year round 
  

Leather Craft - Campers are instructed in the history of leather crafting and will complete a souvenir to take home.  
Available year round 
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Rope Making - Campers are instructed in the history of rope making and each group will make a rope to enjoy as a 
group at the end of the class.  Available year round. 
 

Dream Catchers – Learn history of the Dream Catchers and a short story of Native American traditions and make your 
own Dream Catcher to take home. 
 

Native American Storytelling – Native American stories told around the campfire on early colonial times.  
 

Night Hike – Learn to trust the dark, the fun of the night time, and the sounds in a short hike in the woods. 
 

Flight of Fantasy – A short blindfolded trust walk followed by being seated still and blindfolded around the campfire and 
being transformed into an eagle by a story.  
 

Kayak Attack – Several different events are available through this great new program at MCYC.  Paddle around our lake 
in a group or take a guided tour of our habitats and eco-system that God provides around the lake.  Weather permitting.  
Some restrictions apply. 
 
 

Horse Program Offerings 
For information on how our offerings fulfill Girls Scout Badges or American Heritage Girl Badges please contact the 

camp at 810.664.8040.   
Our guest services will be happy to assist you in creating a great experience for your campers. 

 

Down at the Barn 
  

Dairy Farm 
Campers are taken on a tour of a local working dairy farm with an explanation of the milk production process from 
the cow to the truck.  Campers will have the opportunity to pet calves and possibly even see a calf born!!  Note:  This is 
an off-site event and transportation is provided for paying campers only.  If there is space, adults are happy to come.  
Available year round. - $4.50 
  

Short Trail Ride 
Campers will go on a guided short trail ride through the camp with our trained wranglers.  Campers MUST be at least 
8 years old to ride.  Available year-round weather permitting.  $15 
 

Trail Ride 
Campers will go on a guided trail ride through the camp with our trained wranglers.  Campers MUST be at least 8 
years old to ride.  Available year-round weather permitting.  $35 
 

Horse Walks  
Campers who are not yet old enough to go on a trail ride may be lead on a walk by one of our wranglers.  Campers 
must be at least 5 years old.  Available year-round weather permitting.  $8 
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Classes are good for grades 1 – 3 or campers that are new 
to horses. 

 

Horse Introduction 
Fee - $12 per rider 
Paticipants:  Minimum 6/Maximum 12 
Class time is approximately 50 – 60 minutes 
 
Introductory horse program that includes a barn tour and a short, hand-led horse ride in the arena.  Perfect for first-
time riders.  Helps campers feel comfortable and confident around horses.  Volunteers needed to help lead horses.  
Great for a Mom or Dad that would like to be part of the experience with their child! 
 
Game and Trail 
Fee - $16 per rider 
Participants: Minimum 6/Maximum 12 
Class time is approximately 1 hour and 30 minutes 
 
Introductory program includes a barn lesson, as well as horse related games in the arena followed by a lead-line trail 
ride outside the arena.  Actual riding time is about 10 – 15 minutes. 
 

 
 

Classes are good for grades 4 – 5 or 8 year old campers 
who have ridden a horse before. 

 
 
Giddy UP!! 
Fee - $24 per rider 
Participants: Minimum 6/Maximum 8 (ride), 12 (class).  
Class time is 45 minutes plus short trail ride 
 
In this program campers are introduced to the basics of daily horse care in a barn lesson and then enjoy the scenery of 
MCYC on a short trail ride.  The class also offers a chance to meet and greet all the horses at the barn. 
 
Horse Rider I 
Fee - $35 per rider 
Participants: Minimum 6/Maximum 12 
Class time is approximately 2 hours and 15 minutes 
 
This two-hour program allows campers to further explore the world of horses and equitation.  They will participate in a 
riding lesson in our arena as well as go on a short trail ride.  Other barn lessons will be taught to help the campers 
become more well-rounded and knowledgeable.   
 
Horse Rider II 
Fee - $35 per rider 
Participants: Minimum 6/Maximum 12 
Class time is approximately 2 hours and 15 minutes 
*Must complete Horse Rider I prior to this class 
 
This two-hour program will refresh riding skills learned in the first Horse Rider program.  The arena lesson will 
emphasize positively influencing the horse with position and control at walk.  Barn lessons will cover a variety of horse 
care topics.  This class can be split into two visits to the camp for an additional fee. 
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Classes are good for 6th grade and up 
 

Horse Rider III 
Fee - $35 per rider 
Participants: Mimimum 6/Maximum 12 
*Must complete Horse Rider I & II prior to the class 
 
During this three hour program campers will learn more about the basic needs and care of the horse, as well as 
participate in the care of the horse.  The arena lesson will focus on developing a solid position, confidence, and 
introduction to the trot.  This class can be split into three separate visits to the camp for an additional fee. 
 
MCYC Extended Trail Ride 
Fee - $35 per rider 
Participants: Minimum 4/Maximum 6 
*Requires completion of Horse Rider I, II, III, and Horse Sense. 
 
Spend an extended amount of time on a trail ride through the trails of MCYC, riding up hills, down hills, through the 
woods, and pastures of the camp. 
*Ride is not suitable for first-time riders, beginners, or those who are nervous about riding. 
 
 
 

Fun, interactive Classes about Horses 
 

Each class is about 50 to 60 minutes in length and cost $5 per camper 
Minimum of 6 campers per class 

Campers will not ride horses in these classes 
 

All-about Horses 

Campers will be introduced to one of the horses at MCYC. They will then find out about safety around horses and the 
horses behavior before they learn how to groom, tack, and feed a horse.  

In this class, campers will learn how to safely lead their horse, mount and dismount, 
as well as have the horse walk, steer, and stop. 

 

Amazing Horses 

In this class, campers are introduced to horses and their behavior. Horses will be observed as we examine their six 
unique senses. Campers will learn how the senses and instincts were so important to the wild ancestors of horses past, 

and discuss what implications that has for today’s horse enthusiast. Campers will get to meet and greet some of the 
MCYC horses! 

 

Horse Search 

Hands on class where campers will travel thru stations and learn what horses eat, how horses live in captivity, what 
horses are used for, how to steer a horse, and the gaits of a horse. This is a great class for those groups that want to go 

more in depth into their horse knowledge and want to stay active! 
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RESIDENTIAL CAMP RATES 2015 
Prices are per person/per night and do not include meals 

 
Camp Use Fees - Per person/per night. 

Use of camp for single activity - add $2.25 per person to the cost of the activity 

Use of camp for partial day or tent camping - $7.25 per person   

Overnight Rates are as follows: 

September - May - $21.00 for one night and $19.00 for two or more nights.   

Weekday rate (Sunday - Thursday) - $16.00 

June - August - $21.00 per night/per person. 

Meals 

Meal times are prearranged with Guest Services so each group is served the best way possible.  Times are typically 8 

a.m./12 noon/5:30 p.m.  MCYC does not have facilities for groups to do their own cooking.  We do have conference 

rooms that are equipped to do some light cooking.  Cooking equipment is provided, including pots/pans and kitchen 

tools.  There is an additional fee of $110 to use this room. 

Meals are served buffet/careteria style in Hawley Lodge with a Cook’s choice menu. 

Meal periods are shared with groups under most circumstances. 

It is expected that each group provides helpers to wipe down your table after each meal and put your benches up.  

Please plan for this in your scheduling. 

Meal Pricing 

6 – 12 year olds - $6.25 each person/per meal 

13 and up - $7.75 each person/per meal 

Meeting room fees 

Each meeting room is charged $55 per visit to use the room.  Should you need a meeting room please arrange this with 

Guest Services prior to your visit to MCYC. 
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Health and Safety Guidelines 
 

The school group is responsible for all administration of first aid and 
medication.  Each school must bring first aid supplies. 

 
- Choose one or two adults to administer all medication and first aid.  S/he should 

keep a log, noting times, symptoms, action taken and dosages.  It is MCYC’s 
recommendation that this person is First Aid/CPR certified. 

- MCYC suggests packing a small first aid kit with band-aids and gloves for each 
chaperone or group to carry with them. 

- No medication may be kept in cabins with campers.  This includes adults as well as 
campers. 

- Collect all your medication prior to leaving for camp.  Medication includes 
prescriptions, over-the-counter medications, cough drops, aspirin, Tylenol, 
ibuprofen, cold medicines, medicated lotions, vitamins, etc. 

- Many of our camp staff is certified in CPR and First Aid.  They will assist in an 
emergency only.  MCYC staff will not provide first aid or dispense medication.  

- Emergency care – there is an urgent care 8 miles from camp and the local hospital, 
McClaren Lapeer Regional, is located across the street from the urgent care. 

- A camp staff member is on call beginning at 7 p.m. each night.  Program facilitators 
are available at all evening activities and during snacks.  If there are any problems 
after evening activities, please call the director on call listed by the office door. 
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Chaperone guidelines 
 

Your Role as a Chaperone           
Congratulations!  By agreeing to become a chaperone, you have agreed to an exciting yet challenging 
experience.  The information here is designed to help you prepare for your role as a chaperone.  If at any time 
you are unsure of your role, please ask your Camp Host.  
We thank you for taking time to attend camp, and hope you have an enjoyable experience! 
 

- You will be the cabin supervisor at night.  This means that you are responsible for maintaining a 
safe environment and ensuring that participants get an adequate amount of sleep.  Camp quiet 
hours begin at 10:00 p.m. and go until 7 a.m. 

- As part of your cabin supervisor responsibilities, you will be responsible for the hygiene of campers 
as well as the cleanliness of the cabin.  

- During the day you will travel with an Activity group.  The camp staff will look to you to help 
manage behavior concerns, or contact teachers if necessary.  During some activities it will be 
completely appropriate for you to participate, however some activities are meant only for the 
campers.  While participating in camp it is important that you are not giving instruction to the 
campers or ideas that will help them complete their activity. 

- You are responsible for making sure campers are on time for activities and meals.  
- Please set a good example of appropriate behavior, language, and attitude.  
- All chaperones at camp are expected to follow certain policies.  These include: 

o Smoke only in designated areas, and never in front of campers.  MCYC is a smoke-free 
property.  We will tell you where you may go to smoke if you are in need during your visit.  

o Maintain a positive, enthusiastic attitude during programs and activities. 
o Do not allow your behavior to interfere with the campers’ learning experience.  This 

includes allowing campers to figure out challenges without adult help.  
o Alcohol and drugs are not permitted at MCYC.  
o For your protection and the protection of all campers, always us the buddy system when 

accompanying campers around camp.  Always insure the ration is 2:1, and never be alone 
with a camper.  

o Physical punishment of any kind (calisthenics, exercise, hitting, kicking, pushing, hazing or 
deprivation of sleep or food) is strictly prohibited by State Law and Camp Policy.  
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Chaperone Guidelines, continued 
 
Cabin Supervision            
 It is very important that chaperones be in the cabin anytime there are campers in the cabin.  Please 
ensure that campers keep the living area clean and tidy.  At the end of each evening’s program, campers will 
return to cabins accompanied by chaperones.  Once back in the cabins, please help ensure that quiet hours 
are observed.  You’ll want your rest!! 
 
Program Supervision            
 MCYC facilitators will lead each activity.  Chaperones are asked to be directly involved in the 
supervision of campers during these activities.  This will insure that behavior issues do not take away from the 
experience or safety of the campers.  Facilitators  may often offer chaperones the opportunity to join the 
activity, but this will not always be the case, especially during classes where time and proper supervision are 
critical to providing campers with a positive experience, such as team building. 
 
Dining Hall Supervision           
 The main role of a chaperone in the Dining Hall is to help ensure a relaxed, clean, and organized 
environment.  This includes reinforcing manners, proper indoor behavior, and clean-up procedures. Coffee, 
Tea, Hot Chocolate (Seasonal) are available one-hour before breakfast through one hour after dinner service 
starts. 
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Campers Suggested Items List 

We have created this list with the hope of making your stay at camp as comfortable as possible.  There is nothing like not being 

prepared with the proper clothes/items that can change the course of your retreat.  Please make sure that all items are labeled with 

the student’s name.   

1 Great Attitude!! 

1 Duffle Bag or suitcase 

2 Big Garbage Bags (One for sleeping bag and pillow, and one for dirty/wet clothes) 

1 Sports Bag for toiletries 

2 Small plastic bags – For loose items, clean up, etc. 

 

This following list is based on a three day/two night stay at camp. 

Clothing 

1 Warm Jacket or Coat 

3 Pairs of Jeans or Sweats 

4 Shirts/T-shirts 

2 swimsuits (one-piece suit required) 

1 Beach Towel 

2 Sweatshirts or Hoodies 

1 pair of hard soled shoes 

1 pair of tennis shoes 

1 pair of flip flops or sandals 

1 pair of waterproof boots (wear to camp) 

4 pairs of cotton socks 

3 sets of underclothing 

1 pair of pajamas or sweats to sleep in, keep in mind modesty.  You will be sleeping with 10 – 20 other people!! 

1 raincoat/hat or poncho.  We go out and do planned activities even if it is raining!! 

1 pair of gloves or mittens, yep it’s Michigan!!  Wind resistant or waterproof is good! 

1 Knit hat that covers your ears 

Bathroom and Bedding Supplies    Optional Items 

Paper Towels and hand soap is provided in each room.   Personal Fan, each bed has a plug next to it 

Toothbrush and container      Fishing pole 

Toothpaste       Baseball glove 

Brush or comb       Alarm clock 

1 Washcloth and 1 Bath towel     Postcards and stamps to write home 

Shampoo/Body Wash/Soap      Paper towels 

Deodorant 

Small plastic or paper drinking cup to rinse mouth 

Sleeping Bag and Pillow or bed roll, sheets, blanket 

Miscellaneous 

Bible – A paper edition!!  See what not to bring to camp 

Pen/Pencil 

Flashlight, hey it gets really dark at night! 

Playing cards – Uno, Rook, Phase 10, or just regular playing cards 

Kleenex 

Chap Stick 

Sun Glasses 

Bug Spray, those mosquitos will carry you away sometimes 

Extra Spending money for games, snacks, souvenirs 

- Camp store has t-shirts ($15) and hoodies ($30), as well as many items between $2 and $10. 

- Candy/snacks/pop is between $0.50 and $1.50 

Camera, make sure your first and last name is on the camera in permanent marker! 
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What NOT to bring to camp 
You want your students to be able to build relationships with those that are present in their lives here at camp, not those that are 

not here.  Also, depending on your goals you may want to highly discourage or suggest some or all of the following items. 

 

Bad Attitude!! 

Food, Gum, Candy 

Cell Phones, many times a student will bring multiple phones.  One to hand in, and one to use! 

Video games of any kind 

Knives/Weapons of any kind 

Matches 

MP3 Players/iPods 

BB/Air soft guns/Paintball markers, if you are playing paintball and a student wants to bring their own marker, please hand it in upon 

registration. 

 

MCYC LOST AND FOUND POLICY 
 

MCYC is not responsible for items left behind, lost or stolen. Any items not claimed after 7 days are donated to a charitable 

organization or thrown away.  We will not ship anything that is left behind, should you have left something behind that you want 

back, arrangements can be made, however cost will have to be at the camper/parents expense, or picked up within 7 days. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 



 

26 

Business Practices 
 
Camp Dates             
With the demand for specific dates, it is our practice to try and retain your relative dates from the previous 
year.  Sometimes, however, dates need to remain flexible due to holiday fluctuations, calendar changes, or 
adjustments in camp accommodations.  In this case, we will always attempt to find similar dates to the 
previous year, and contact you immediately regarding any changes.  In most cases we try and book and 
reserve your dates for the following year within two weeks of your current visit. 
 
Billing              
A non-refundable deposit is required when reserving a camp date.  The deposit is set by Guest Services for 
each group depending on your total estimated invoice.  This is typically between 10 – 15% of your total 
invoice, with a minimum of $500.  Balance is due upon arrival or during stay at MCYC.  If you need to have 
different billing options, please discuss it with us prior to arrival. 
 
Final Numbers            
Final Numbers are due to the camp 12 days before your visit.  A final invoice will be emailed to you based on 
these numbers.  Also, if there are any adjustments to the schedule that are necessary it will be done at this 
time and sent to you as soon as possible.  As well, final dorm assignments will be given based on your 
male/female camper numbers.  We will also need any dietary restrictions and/or food allergies given to us so 
that we may plan your meals accordingly.  A 5% variance is allowed at time of check in. 
 
Chaperones             
MCYC charges for everyone who is on the property including chaperones.  Typically it is a different fee for the 
chaperones, usually just lodging and meals.  Some may ask why we charge for chaperones, well let’s be 
honest, some camps do not, but the price for those chaperones are hidden in the fees charged to your 
students.  Our fees are very reasonable and we very much believe in good stewardship of our funds.  Thus we 
show all our charges for your visit to MCYC. 
 
Pricing              
Our priority at MCYC is to serve our mission.  As a not-for-profit organization, our rates are established based 
on the balance between serving our mission and managing our financial obligations.  In doing this, MCYC will 
continually strive to improve our facility and programs.  Our pricing practice is simple:  Be affordable so that 
everyone can experience a great camp program. 
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Business Practices (Continued) 
 
Activity Group Sizes            
Activity group sizes will be based on the number of campers that you bring and the type of classes that you 
choose to participate.  Most times this will be between 8 and 16 in each group.  Please do not arrange groups 
until you have received your schedule from Guest Services.  Sometimes group sizes may change year to year. 
 
Behavior             
Our program is designed to function as a partnership between the school and camp staff.  As adults, we all 
share in handling difficult behaviors.  The camp staff will intervene in any minor situation that arises.  The 
school is responsible for behavior situations that are deemed detrimental to the activities or the safety of 
the students. 
 
Supervision             
It is the responsibility of the school to obtain chaperones to accompany each Activity Group and supervise the 
campers in their cabins, as well as in the dining hall.  We suggest one chaperone per every 10 campers and 
two adults in each room at night. 
 
Waiver Forms             
Each camper is required to have an activity waiver from MCYC who attends the program.  The school is 
responsible for having this form at camp.  The school is also responsible for taking care of all health related 
services (i.e. medications, first aid, transportation to medical facilities, etc.)   
 
Check in             
Check in is at Hawley Lodge.  Please plan on about 15 minutes to go through this process when you come to 
MCYC.  This will include turning in waivers and processing final payment.  We will also review your schedule 
with you at this time.  If there were any last minute changes made we will provide you copies for each of your 
chaperones. 
 
Check Out             
Check Out is simple at MCYC.  Make sure all your students belongings are removed from the cabins.  Wipe 
down any standing water on sinks and mop up standing water on floors.  Sweep out cabin.  Remove trash and 
place in large trash cans located outside dorms.  If you used a conference room during your stay, there should 
be a separate checklist above the sink in each room that you can use. 
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Activity Selection Form 
 

School Name: Dates Attending: 

School Contact: Phone Number: 

Email Address: Fax Number: 

 
Please note some activities are double in length and therefore count as two activities.  Below is a guide 
outlining how many activities to choose depending on the length of your stay.  If you are unsure of anything 
on this form, please contact our office for help.  Please check the activities you would like and provide 
additional information for your group, and fax or email this form to the camp at 810.272.4390 or 
programs@mcyc.org.  
 

2 days & 1 night 6 activities 

3 days & 2 nights 12 activities 

4 days & 3 nights 18 activities 

Day Camp 3 – 4 activities* 

*Length of visit determines activities 
 

Touching Nature – Each class is $3.00 unless otherwise noted.        
 
___ Wild Birds      ___ Insects 
___ Michigan Mammals    ___ Trees 
___ Edible Plants     ___ Birds of Prey (formerly Owls, Hawks, Eagles, & Bats) 
___ Reptiles and Amphibians    ___ Fishing 
___ Fire Quest - $3.00     ___ Compass Skills - $2.00  
 
Experiencing History – Price as noted is per person. 
 
___ Candle Making $3.25    ___ Leather Craft - $4.00 
___ Rope Making - $2.75    ___ Horses in History - $5.00 
___ Dreamcatchers - $5.00    ___ Native American Story Tellers - $3.50 
___ Night Hike - $3.50    ___ Flight of Fantasy - $3.50 
 
 
 
Activity Selection continued on next page… 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

mailto:programs@mcyc.org


 

29 

Down at the Barn – Prices are per person. 
 

___ All about Horses - $5    ___ Amazing Horses - $5 
___ Horse Search - $5     ___ Dairy Farm - $4.50 
___ Giddy Up!! - $24     ___ Horse Walk – 5 – 7 years old - $8 
___ Short Trail Ride – 8 years and up - $15  ___ Game and Trail - $16  
___ Horse Introduction - $12    ___ Horse Rider II - $35 
___ Horse Rider I - $35     ___ MCYC Extended Trail Ride - $35 
___ Horse Rider III - $35     ___ Trail Ride - $35 
 

Recreation Fun 
 

___ Archery - $4 per person    ___ Paintball – $25 per person 
___ Archery Tag - $50 per hour    ___ Swimming* - Fee based on group size 
___ Canoeing - $4 per person    ___ Kayak – Basic $15 
___ Kayak – Advanced $ 15 – Pre-Req – Basic   
 

Recreation Fun – Available for free.  If MCYC facilitates there is a per person charge. 
 

___ FROLF – Frisbee golf    ___ Mole Ball – commonly called Human Foosball 
___ Capture the Flag     ___ Octoball 
___ Games Galore*     ___ Ultimate Frisbee 
___ Broomball (Winter 2016)*    ___ Hockey 
___ Volleyball        
 

Cooperative Learning – Fee based per person. 
 

___ Eggbert***      ___ Orienteering - $6.50 per person 
___ Creature***     ___ Treasure Island*** 
___ Cable Crossing - $4 per person   ___ Indoor Initiatives*** 
___ Team Building – $4 per person/per hour  
 

Environmental Discovery – Fee based per person 
 

___ Wetland Wonders - $3.50 per person     
___ Kayak Attack – Habitat Tour - $25 per person – Coming in Spring 2016    
 

Evening Entertainment – Each item is a different pricing based on group size unless noted. 
 

___ Campfire - FREE     ___ Hayride - $2 per person     
___ Skit Night      ___ Night Hike - $3.50 per person 
___ MCYC Disco Fever     ___ Capture the Flag 
___ Rotation Events/Games    ___ Minute to Win It 
___ Color Wars – Requires rinsing in Lake  ___ Let’s Make a Deal 
___ Games Galore*     ___ Movie 
___ Songfest       ___ Dutch Auction    
___ School-Organized event**    ___ Flight of Fantasy - $3.50 per person 
 

 
 
*Class can be taught indoors during bad weather.  
** Some schools prefer to do your own program or tradition that you direct each year.  Check this event if you 
would like one of your evening programs to NOT INVOVLE our staff.  However, please inform us of any special 
needs you will need for that evening. 
*** Fee is based on group size, call for details. 
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Arrival Date & Time: Departure Date & Time: 

Number of Male Campers: Number of Female Campers: 
 

Number of Male Teachers: Number of Female Teachers: 

Number of Male Chaperones: Number of Female Chaperones: 

Number of Vegetarians: Age Range (or Grade) of Campers: 

 

Campers with Special Needs: 
Please use this space to tell us of any campers needing special arrangements.  For example:  Campers on crutches or in casts, 
etc., campers with special diets or food allergies, language barriers, or campers with learning disabilities.  Filling this in now will 
help us provide a comfortable camp stay for each camper. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Will you allow your campers to drink coffee and hot tea while at camp?  YES    NO     
 

Would you like the camp store open during your visit?   YES    NO    If yes, what time would be good for 

you? 

 
Please check the box to acknowledge that you have read the following statements: 

□   I understand that while at MCYC, our group is responsible for all administration of first aid and 

dispensing of medication.  We will bring first-aid supplies and over the counter medications as needed. 
 

Please check the following box if the following statement applies to your group: 

□   I am interested in participating in MCYC’s ‘Go Green’ movement requiring our campers to bring and use 

personal water bottles. 
 


